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2 Cor. vil. 1. Haomg there e the Aon es, arty 
Beloved, let us cleanſe e = 
Po of the Fleſh ond Spirit, perfeting Holineſs. is tb 
„Fer of God. 4 
4 Rev. xxii. 14. Bie ſſed are they that di Bs Contyradds 1x 
| ments, thai they may bave Right to the Tree © Life, 
, end may enter in thorow the Gates into the , 
iv Jahn vii. 17. 4. any Man will do bis Will, be 2 4 
«1 know of the Hoctrine, whether i beof G od, or „ 
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"Candid Reader, MY 


Was once deſigned, in 4 Preface to this Sar 1 
mon, to have rake 


8 But con 2 that, while the 
- Aſſembly was ſitting, there * a publick printed 
e a affixed to the cs 
. of Edinburgh, te Gates o 4 as pe 4 
AP in other plc Places, 2 l- 
Ws: 7M 


Ty Ear, May rath, 1726.) | 
ADVERTISEMENT.. 


T, being ſuppoſed that an ENEMY, 3 8 
the Mack of a Lover of Peace and Tub n 4 


beck hath been the Author of the ſeu · F | 
- . rilous Pamphlet lately publiſhed, viz. MAR» 3 
* „ Sc. * 


22 
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J hereby charged to 1 himſelf, 4 * 
8205 ſet his Face to his -groundleſ; Te 


77, falſe Alledganges, groſs A e ons, 
5 Fe Foil 45 es W ich, if he do. not, he 
muſt be re a GR S SUANDERER ? 
And, if he do, he ſhall find his alledged Facts 
| . . diſprov'd to * Conviction. But, in the mean 
* ime, for 4 Swatch to atis the World, the 
e Particular i = beben e 5 . 
WE: de there i is a Pamphlet oubliſfed | 
* Is of fate, intituled, MARROW- 
= ICANING DISPLAY'D, Wc. wherein it 
* aſſerted, P. 43. © That Georg e (by a Miſ- 
c take called? James) Prgaſſon Wearet in 
ST Kir kaldy, having deſired à Line from Mr. 
1 Dryſlale late Miniſter there, in order to 
; * is Partaking of the Lord's Supper laſt 
Fear gt Portmoal, was refuſed, 2 of 
"<< his frequent Drinking, and, beating of his 
* Wite : To which the ſaid James is ſaid to 
| 25 75 have replied, I care not \whether you give 
2 *: ae 4 Line or rot, TI get 4 Token without 
by »* ene, 8 
That the World i may know what Credit is 
to be given to this Author and his Aſſertion 
dpf Facts, it is judged proper, for the Vindi- 
| cation of George Ferguſſon, whoſe Charadter is 
. Wounded, to inert the Jollowing * 
ö e enn 


* - 
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(in 


| f 5 
efocare: teſtifying, "That: the beter 
hereof, George earer ig 


ce Kirkaldy, born and bred 1 in this Pariſh, i is 
ec an honeſt Man, free of publick Scandal or 


6“ Converſation, having ſix Children bapti- 
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C Church-cenſure, has had a ſober Chriſtian 4 | 


c ed by our late Miniſters, and adrmtted'to . ö l 


e al ſealing Ordinances, and ĩs no Drunkatd 
ec or Beater” of his Wife, as is ſaid in , 
„ print. In Witness. wheteof. : we hive 
ec ſubſcribed chir Preſents at aut, 1 
E ws ene 


Wan. 7 1 Will. 1 Z | 


\'As 415 with Rh to 2 foreſaid thins 


2 “That, at Port moat Sacrament las 
£6 Tear, he gave a Token to the ſaid Jams 
6c alias George Ferguſſon, having à Written 


.. Kays Elder. * 


= 4 4 
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% Warragt from the late Nr. Dry/dele, to 


*©. give Tokens to any in Xirtaldy whom he 
ce judged worthy, And that this Declaration 


*© 15 Genuine, is atteſted by us Underſubſert> 
e bing Witneſſes, in whoſe Preſence the ſail 
6c "Alexander Campbell youu #5 at Kir lch 


* = th, 1726. 7 
| 25 8 * | Wm Sibbald Witneſs, 
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graph, Alexander Camp bell, Elder in SN: | f | 
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ee Ke e rage 

15 [ ed to diſtover 5. - 
| "4 == pg» 4-4 te tht n- 
1 en of the World, . ſeeing. the Author 
pat ſtill 4 fit ta lurk, and darg not ſet hi 
E to wha be has. writeen my; ſt. Brandt 
tthorght it would be an unmeceſſary Expenee' 'of 
Time: and Paint, and tun 4 ane 
the Aur hor, to tale any further Natice of him, 
+07 of his ſcurrilous Print; ſccing, actor ding #0 
ibis Way of Doi r forge what he pleu- 
es and from be ind the Ce + pr Dart" on 
the moſt Innogenty while he ſhuts up 'bimſelf in 
= nacceflible 'Datkneſs, When I was attacked 
WE - - by a known. Adverſary in the Face of the Com- 
200 miſſion laſt Tear, I lookt on my ſelf as obliged 
to vindicate my Character as I 2 Acceſs : But 
to offer a Confutatiop of 4 nameleſs Author, i- 
| ready ronvitted of palming notorious Faiſhoods 
en the World, and taking Guilt to himſeif by 
declining to-own his Aſſertions, were hut Labour 
m yain ; ſeeing, according to the ogmman Pro- 
verb, The Tongue or Pen of -ſuch."a Perſon is 
| mo Slander. He that will tell a Lie in one In- 
_ » Nance, will make no Bones of doing it in '4 
—_— if it can ſerve-his Tun. 
However, I do hereby intimate, That i, ay 
Mer of err Veracity "ind Integrity will be ſo 
Fair and 3 4 to own binklt the Author 
under bis Hand, or before 
| then 4b in no Strait how 
rg 
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. | a . 


inſt bi WK 
2 22 2 2 22 2. 


will rake a A Report, vm his — — _— 
ry $1e/pecially conſidering thut it is obvious se 
every Reader, that the: Pamybletis written (ani- 
mo calumriiand). wich a ated: Deſign to ca- 
kunniate, . 2 I. 
bot ir Ci uil ani Etc e to caß the Teftimony 
en me, the World cant 
25 ta ſee, that this Aurbor?s'Z vance looks © 
like the laſt Effort of « deſperate: Coe dende! 
en the old Machiavetian may Calutn-. | 
niare audacter, & aliquid u bit) Res 
- boldly and. fomethie * will tick. 
he I may be 
5 the- Trouble | 
of converſing- fonally concerning "the 
Allegations 2 hope "to colds 
"Shemy that they. vr ob — . Faden, d 
invidious Miſrey tions of Facts. | 
with Repreſenting Bro 4 
2 in liſting wp the r — Fa- 


b Grace to my Miniftr £1 Name, 
Zan, Gr ro oy oy Mii acc oumt in 2 
= the work that either Heil or Barth could 
on that Head; and therefore ſuch Blaſts 5 2 
4 are — 26. Neg aid = 2 5 
6 omething Cum, t wort hy Ser- 
vert & chriſt, Ar. Jarmes "Bathgate, 
re if the Spent of Reprosch having n 
n N in thir dunds "Bur 90 


* . | 


on * 


a . — 
c * —_—_ 


4 ws: 


| ym vat 5 
be Called . Stage, but I found: the Seorm 

ing n me. I do. owns. that Time the 
Archers have ſhot at me, and grieved meg 
and perhaps wounded my Cbaraſter alſo with 
ſeme : But I rejcice that the: Bow ef Divint 


that it (hall. t le. dy the Hands of the 
Mighty God of ry + > even tho? ſome who vu 
it may be ſeparated froth their Brethreny. und 
' held for 8055 and Wonders in Iſrael. Jo faf=s 


Truth, I reoten not any 


an Ornament, bur 4 


11 bat done mezi I cnneri uo, 4 particular Ho- 

* - gours ingiretting hi calumnious. Letter eo me 
d do bind every Scoff and Canons in it 4 
9 Chain of Gold about me, glory ing, that I in 
= paricuar.am. counted worthy to ſuffer Res. 
ll 


— _— abted With the Pani Fant think 

at 4 718 qt 541 mr an 
A to the ſollowind Diſcoioſes ir ono oft 

1 for. which I am becnme 4 Debtar to the 2 

77 Occaſion; mentioned. in the wk 0 f tht 

hen Rev. iii. . Altho” I mrabuniditly ſenſible 

of my lane Man expment of this e ere Subjeth$ 

et I any net. — of ſtreruim in 

| * Point of Dorin flom he Word of Sg the 

. approven Standards: of this Church 5 nd if in 

_ the leaſt lota- I have 4 


eparged! ther either 
in hat ary ther of theſe — A 
"with 
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Truth -abjdegri!. its Strength; nd I do believe 


fer Reproach for the Cauſe af Chriſ, and hit 
| Treaſure Aud abi Apibor of tie Above Pamph- 


proach in ſo glorious 4 Cauſe 3 hate ver he, or®' 
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with Heterodoxy, I am ſo fur from pretending. 


ro Infallibility, that I hope I ſhall. never be alan 


be found to be amiſs, bY | | 
I look upon it as one of the maſt. difficult Things 

that belong to us who are Miniſters, in the Dif. 
penſation of the everlaſting Goſpel, ſo to divide 
the Word of Truth, as to deliver it in the Order 


and Connexion wherein 60 D has laid it in the | "oþ 


New Covenant. Undiftintt Views here, cans 
not miſs 10 lead both our ſelves ani Hearers into 
« Maze and Labyrinth of Confuſion, and ex- 
ceedingly marr the Sweetneſs of Divine Truth, 
with'the Succeſs of the Goſpel, Every Truth 
of God, even in itſelf and ahſtractly conſidered, 
ig precious: But the Beauty; Luſtre, and Sweet- 
neſs.of Divine Truth is never ſeen or felt, until 


© he Truth be known as it is in JESUS, All 


the Truths of Divine Revelation meet in Him, 
as the Beams in, the Sun, or as the Spaiks of 4 
Wheel in their Centre; inſomuch that if any 
Truth of God be handled, or any Duty of the 
Law inculcate, abſtratly from Him, it is taken” 
out of its proper Place where God has ſet it, 
and conſequently cannot miſs to loſe its S 
and ere : And therefore it was not wit haus 
Ground the Apoſtle expreſſed himſelf, as we haue 
it, 1 C 47 I Jefte to Kies ne 
among yon, but Chriſt, and Him cruci 
He is the gloricus Foundation laid in Zion, and 
another Foundation "1 no Man lay ; awd ifs 


Jo 


ved publickly to retraſt what upon Conviltion ſhall | 


q God, namely, to believe in Him whom He 


ec, What ſhall we do? or, What good 
* And accordingly. they 


3 


(x ) 


in building: 
en this ief Corner-Stone, we camot ſbun to 
male very confuſed and irregutar Work, In a 
partieular Manner, when we incaltate. good 


ain the firſt Place to work that great Work of 


harh ſent; we do bat preſs them to build Caſtles 
in the Air, which fall down as fiſt as they ave 
reared ups. All our Works will be found to be but 

empty Cyphers won hv wr watt; , if this 
Foundation be not firſt laid. The Root on which 
they grow, namely, that of the old Adam, being 
Nottenneſs, . the Bloſſom cannot miſs to 80 up 
zs the Duſt, 

It is the Ruin of Thiuſwids in the viſible 
Church, that whenever the Lam of God bas 
pricked* or . wounded their Heartsy and brought 
them under any Conce#n for Salvation 3 that, be- 
ing married to the Law 4s an Hitband, they rein 

20 it for Reilef : Hence "tis the ordinary Di alect 
of awakned Sinners, before the Revelatton of the 


Thing hall we do to inherit'everlaſting Life ? 


fall 4 doing and working, 
by which Means, theſe very 


and there they refs ; 


© Ba and Hindranee of their Cuming ro Him: 
Nu, ſince the Full of Adam, the Lama never 
ben to Min with Deſn that he ſhould reſt 
V ſtay in it, but that lan ly the Lam might be 


; we do not "keep our . yet conti only 


Works upon our Hearers, if we do not lead them 


ien, which ſbnald lend them ro Coriftg prove. 


2a ., co ou &hS » "ow en $9. ® _— 
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believeth in Him may not periſh, but have 
2 Life. Aud "the we ſhould ſpend un, 

whole Tine and Streugth, in Praying, Mourning, © i 
and other Aits of Obedience, all would be of no 
Avail, unleſs we made ide of GOD's RER.. 
og, and that 1 | 


"op 
« 


{.ai 
8 to Him, 4, is gb Lol the 


Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that be- 


lieves. I ewng that they, who reſt in the Lam 
and its Works, may find ſome Sort of Pe ace and 
Eaſe fur a 8 but true, ſolid and laſting 
Peace can ne ver be fad on this Side of. Cy ift 
We do not read of any Plaiſter, that the. 
. were to make uſe , for their Healing, 
only 
they bad wade a Confetion of the beſt Herbs in 
et Wilderneſs, or 4 Plaiſter of all the ſovereign 


Mountains of Prayers, or poured out Seas of 
te all would not haue helped, Ll they ha 


looked unte the Braſen'Serpe G OD 
bad pine that as the _— Way of Relief, 
& here, e. ed 3p His CHR IST, 46 


efore nothing elſe could perform tar Cure? 


upon the 7 Pole of the Goſpel, that war 


Believi 


ME PDV, is a Way of 


Look unto Me, and be ye faved, all ye E 1 


of the Earth, Tia, Xl. 224. 
But ſay ye, "By this Means, we m Lay * 


Praying, Reading, Hearing, and other Duties of 


Qbedience altogether, I anſwer, 9 no Means ee 
5 2 


| >} 


= 
F [ 3 * . 
9 a * , us 


to the Braſen Serpent 


Ingredients in the World, and. withal beaped up | 


7 


4 
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_—— 1 * 'C xlĩ A 4 
I don't bid you quit Duties, but only as 4 Plaiſter 
per healing your Wounds, or as a Ground of Ac 
* Ctprance, Duties indeed are fublervient unte 
the Cure, but they themſelves are not the Cure 
For Inſtance, Prayer is a Seeking of the Cure, 
but not the Cure itſelf , in Reading and Hearing. 
we are dgretied how to come at the Cure, 425 
theſe are not the Cure, We would reckon it 4 
Pieec of prodigious Folly, for One in Diſtreſs 
to reckon himſelf healed, merely upon his ſeeking 
and getting 4 Phyſician's Advice, tho? be never 
ly the Remedy preſcribed.” By our Works ef 
Obedience, before Converſion, /ike the Man 
tying at the Pool, we only ſtudy to have 4 De- 
portment ſuitable unto theſe who wait for Divine 
eie; and by our Obedience, after Conver- 
fon, we only expreſs our Gratitude forthe Cure, 
which He in his ſovereign Grace hath wrought 
the Spirit's Application of the Blood of JESUS 
But ftill 75 Works of Obedience, whether 
KY fore or after Converſion, are not the Cure; It 
: henn Maxim among ſound. Divines, I hat 
being juſtified we work, but we don't work 
that we may be jaſtified. So then, let wat 
_ ever put our Duties in the Room of Chriſt; the 
Au that reſts in a Thing on this Side of 
= Chriſt, wil at laft reſt on this Side of Heaven : 
= Al our Duties and Works of Obedience will be 
_ 6 a: Ropes of Sand, or Chains of Glaſs, tos 
ee te nam our Souls up to Glory, * 


* 


W we 2H as cons SES LES Terre b 


* , 
. * 


| wht on 

* is very . Hat the Order od. 
Evnenexion berwixt Duty aud Privilege, i quite 
inverted in the Covenant of Grace, from what' © 
it was under Adam's Covenant In the Laſt of * 

Theſe Duty was the Foundation of Privilege; 
but in the Firſt; viz. the New' Covenant, Pri: N 
vilege received by Faith is the Foundation F 
Duty. In Adam's Covenant, May was firſt to 
do bis Duty; and on that Ground, in 4 r 
of pactional Debt, be might e #pe and plead. - 1 
the Reward of Life: Bat now, cy baving' 4 
forfeited Life by the Breach of that Covenant, 
God will have him to take Life as a free Gife 
thro” Chrift, and, thus, to ſet to bis Seal ts 
his Record that He hath given unto us eter. 
nal Life in his Son Jeſus Chriſt 3 and tbere- 
upon, as a Fruit and Evidence" of. Lite recei: 
The be will wt ws paſo the Duties of his 
W. . 3 

It i: e to ndſaove; that when God. oy! 
Mifhed the Law at Mount Sinai, be uſhered it. 
in, with the great Ner- Covenant Grant, I am 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out 
of the Land of Egypt, and out of the Houſe 
af Bondage. Here is the Olye@® and Funda 2 
tion of their Faith , and thereupon be founds' 
therr Obedience unto "the Precepts of the Moral 
Law, Thou fhalt have no —— Gods before 
Me, Thou ſhalt worſhip no graven Image, 
Thou ſhalt nat prophane My Name or Sab- I 
bath, oe” ” If-the FORE 157 bbe ie” = 
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alt in with this 3 2 "4 WY c , 
And even after the Soul, as to the Main, is 


brought to acquieſce in this new Method of. Sal. 


vation, yet there is ſo much of the old Adam; 


I mean of gal Spirit, in us, as is Hill leading. 


us inſenfly back to Adam's Covenant, VIZ. to 
expect 
of ſomething wro! 
Ar our Words, v 


are Mini ters, do Heng 


Times betray the 12 egality of our Hearts; which 1 | 


Jpeak ind Way of Regret from my owl! ſad Evpes 
vience, not in a Way of Reflettion upon Os 
And I make no Doubt, but fuch as have a trae 


Taſte of the Goſpel, may 7 tens of rhis 


in the e Diſcourſe, tho I bave enden - 


8 1 1 — it as much as Lol | 7 
f. by the. Publication of theſe 7 
Scrapes, any hall be provoked to fe averſe 


Joice: And if either the Church of God, 


owes no Thanks to me, but only to that God, 


Wrath of Man to praiſe him and, for my 
own Part, I defive to believe, that the Remains * 
der of his Wrath dy will reſtrain, 


Portmoak, * 6: 


, 


, ww 
44 
4A 


ercy, Grace fand Glory, on the Score 
t in us, or done by us. 


or any of the other Subjects, with more Sa & 
y. which may be eaſily done, I ſhall beart? 3 | 


any, particular Soul, ſhall. be edified by rea F 
this, or any other of the quarrel d e. 2 


who, by bis overruling Providence, makes the 3 
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55 is a Val. Saving, and theſe Thins 4 
will that thou affirmconſtattly, that 
they which have believed in God, ſmh 
be careful to maintain good Works * 
. "Theſe Ib. 8 are N ap FOTO. 4 
une Men. * | 4 


H Apede having'in 3 
* of k by vingin i ee, 
from the'4th Verſe and downwards, 

| Kren à brief Summary or Epitose 
—-— * of th? Doctrine ot the Golpel ri”: 
the free Grace of God towards Sinners, rect 

the imputed Why 


* Faw 
"4 


_— 
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Ty 3 : Ws; : OY — 0 2 J ; oo * 
15 What Uſe to make of the Doctrine of Gries; & 
235 Y mong his Hearers ; namely, upon that Footi to 
1 urge them to the Study of practical Golineſs 38 
Breat Gain, This it 4 faithful Sing, and ibeſeſ 


| Things I wil © n . 

A | Where theſe Things are conſiderable, Firf, We 

N il have the Apolile's Epilogue or Concluſion, with 
3 


which he ſhuts up that grave and weighty Sub ject, 
which he had been treating in the preceed ing Ver- 
ſies (This 4s 4 faithful Saying) Some indetd do un- 
derſtand this as a Preface unto what follows f but 
I ind the Generality of Interpreters do rather eon- 
| : nect the Aﬀeveration with What went before 4 and 


1 


7 


_ 2 with what the Apoſtle had aſſerted 
In the Verſe immediately preceding, to it, That 


Vein juſtified by bi; Grace, we are made Heirs accor- 
—_—_—_ «ing to the Hope of eternal Life; and then immedi- 
+: 1 y adds, Ti is 4 faith Saying, . The Apoſtle 
BE. -forelaw. by the Spirit of Prophecy, that che Do- 
TT - -Qrine of Grace would mcet with ſtrange Oppoſi- 
tion in After-ages of the World; and 
= _ .fition was already begun in his own 
_ hes from his Epiſtle to the Galatians 
_ e ratifies jt with che greater Solemnity ; T his is 


| 1 . the 
1 che 
"ON there are ſyme Truths 
| and dwelt upon than 
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of legal le 2 ke this A of Atteriticn' 
to the Cloſe of i it, This 1; « faith Saying.” MAI. 
nifters are Warchinen, and. ſet for the Detence of 
the Truth ; ahd therefore, when 5 K Truth of God 
Wis in Dang er. they are to double their Guard und 

to ſupport theſe Truths that are moſt r by 
the Evemy, that ſo they may not fall in the Streets. 
And if it be the Duty of Miniſters to teach, ineul·k- 
eate, and ſupport thole Truths that are controver-- 
ted or. cep sdhc ſurely it is alſo the Duty of” 2} 
People to Hud cheſs Titiths and the Arguments”  - 
thac ſupport : 23 that ſo they may be m C+ 
pacity. to dikinguiſh between Truth and Error, 
and to give A Rea ſin of the Faith and Hope that it 8 
in ibem. The Bereant have a high Commendstiom 
given them, they ate called” Men of noble and e 
eellent Spirits, on this Account, that they would 
not ſwallow down by an implicate Faith the Do- 
| Qtrines taught even by the Apoltles themſelves; no, 
but they tried even the Apoſtolick Doctrine, by 
the Standard of the Las and Teftimony. And 3 
is a Thing not only commanded a 
in the Seriptures of Truth, bur moſt agreeable K 2 
wiſe to the Dictates of right Reafon, Ho is it poſſe” = | 
he ble that People can obey the Command of Canten» Y 
he ding for the Faith once delivered to the Faint i 4 
hs they do not underſtand the Doctrine of Faith, par- 2 
ticularly theſe Doctrines that are in r of bee 

a. & ing wrelted from them? Minifters are © 9 4 
ards in the Houſe of God, and Stewards of the | 
a8 tcries of God: Now Pie! know it is very much 
r Inmtexeſt df the Houſe or Family, to {ce that W 

t. Steward feed them with ſound 22 wholſom Food, © 

18 otherwiſe they may come to ſwallow a Stone tn _” I 
1 enen N 3 
f _ you - 
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you, Firs, to examine and try our Doctrines at 
the Bar of the Word; and Iv will not abide 
the Trial there, let them ſink and periſh for ever. 
There is always Ground to ſuſpect any Set of Men, 
- reagecline or ſhun, any fair Trial of their Do- 
Erines ;. For be that Joh Truth cometh to the Light, 
phat bis Deeds may. be made manifeſt that they are 
; wrought in God, But Secondly, In the Words we 
have an Apoſtolick Comand giyen unto Tits, 
| and in him0all Miniſters of the Goſpel, Theſe 
_— Things vil that the conflantly, The Word 
in the Original, rendred Affm, is borrowed from 
the, Practice of theſe who, when. they buy or ſell a 
Thing, do oblige themſelves to maintain the Claim 
and Title againſt all Law - ſuits or Intanglements : 
Tits and other Miniſters, are not only to teach the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, but to confirm and make 
them good agsinſt all the Cavils or Queſtions that 
maj be nioyed about them, -,Thirdh, In the Words 
We; haye a partienlar Doctrine, which the Apoſtle 
recommends to be taught by Titzs ; namely, That * 
| they who bave believed in God, ſhould be careful to main- 
_ 7:4 god Works, Where 1588. the Foundation of 
| | Al geod Works, and thar.1s, Believing in God, to 
WO wit, in God as he is manifeſted in Chrift, God re- 
| i _ eonciling the World to himielf; for out of Chriſt 
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he cannot be the Object of Faith, but of Terrot to 
A guilry Sinner: - Now this believing - in God is 
the very Foundation, of all good Works; For 
ber Faith *tis impoſſible to pleaſe God; and they 
hape believed, are enjoined o maintain good 
e,: The Word in the Original is borrowed 
pos che Military, particularly ſuch as ſet them- 
on the Front of the Battle, and march fore» 
engage the whole Army to follow 
£067 Fares, . =» | them, 
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n 
them. Re 


bed ut. Now, lett any ſhould alledge 


Jo theſe guod Works, which are the Fut Reliening, 


r ſay; muſt n 
only do good Works, but mul} be Patterns and: 


eeing your good Works, may glorify ho Father which 
fem Heaven. But the Import of this you ma 
meet with more fully afrerwards,  Fowr:bly, We 


have a very cogent and weighty Reaſon! why Be-. | 


lievers are to maintain good Works; Why fays 
theſe I bings are good and 7 75550 unto Men, , Ihe 
Apoſtle in the 5th Verſe had ſecluded good Works 
from any Cauſality or Iufluence on our Jultifigat- - 
or eternal Salvation; Nor by Works of . Righttanſutſ: 


layy Do not miſtake it, for 
Rikication, yer they are good 
The Doctrine I notice from the Words is «th 


in that 
this as a Caveat, and tay ot n | 
orks, be. not Profitable for bs 
and profitable unto 
en on many other Accoun | 
N. 
this, 


Caſe good. Warks were altogether; ulclels, be adds 
1 layy 
although your good 
hear likewiſe afterward, 
T hat as Faith or Believing is the Srer f good Works, 


are good and profitable unto Men; Ot take it th, 
T hat they, who haue pa believed, are to be careful © 
maintain good Viorks, theſe being good. and profitable 
unto Men, The Foundation of tis Doctrine fem 
the Words is obvious, In ſpeaking to it, I ſhall, 


through Divine Aſſiſtance, obſerve the Method fol> 


lowing ; Firſt, I would ſpeak & little of cheſe good! 


good Works, which they who , beve believed in Gal 


are called to maintain. Secondly, Of that 1 
in God, Which is the Source and Fountain of 10 


Works, . Thirdly, Shew, chat cheſe good Works, 
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Enſamples thereof to others, according to that k 
Chriſt, Let your. Light ſo ſhine before Men, that others 1 
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| | 1 | 
ing from Faith, are good and profitable unto Men, 
Furth, Apply the whole. Fr #4 
. Firſt I lay, 1 would ſpeak a little of good 
Works, where I would ſhew, 1f, What Works 
they are that may be called good Mer. adh, what 
1s imported in maintaining of good Works, (1.) What 
Sort of Works they are that may be called «god 
"Works. In general then, you would know, that, 
.conſidering the Law as a Covenant, or an ab- 
ſtracted Rule of ee as contradiſtinct 
from the Goſpel, there are no Works done by Men 
that can be called good Works; for there i: none 
that doth Good, in this Reſpett, no, not one: In many 
"Thing: we offend al. The moſt blameleſs and per- 
ect Actions of the molt eonſummate Believer that 
ever drew Breath in God's Air, while in this State 
of Sin and Imperfectioni, cannot perform a Wor 
| | good, beeauſe of the Mixture of Sin that 
=. attends. his beſt Performances. And hence it is, 
chat we find the Saints in Seripture owning, that 
" they could not fand, if God ſbould mark Iniquity ; 
\ » That all their Righteouſneſs is a: fillky Rage ; Thar 
their Goodneſs actendeth not unto him. O Sirs, if 
* God ſhould lay Judgment to the Line, and Rigbteouf- 
Teſs to the Plummit, we, and all our good Wo 
- . _ "would be for eyer rejected, like Reprobate Silver, 
And therefore, we have little Reaſon to think or 
imagine, that God is a Debtor to us for any Thing 
we do, or that our good Works do procure the | 
' Favour of God, his Acceptation, or a Title unto | 
Life, But our Works are called good Worbs, ns 
. having a ReſpeR unto the Law, conſidered as a 
Rule or Duty, in the ſweet Hand of a Mediator: 
. "He makes his Yoke eaſy, and his Burden light to 


d keople, by accepting of their weak Mints and | 
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Endeavor, through his perfeR Obedienes inc 


xi pos For good, though attended with mani- 
fold ImperfeRions. Now, to conflitute an Acti- 
on good, in an Evangelieal Senſe, there axe ſeve- 
ral Things requiſite. if, To make a Work a good 


* 


reneſved by the Spirit of Chriſt, and juſti fied by 
his Merit. Tis beyond all Diſpute and Contro- 


15s that the Perſon mult firſt be accepted of 


God, and reconciled to him in Chrifl, before the 
Work can be accepted. Abel's Perſon was accep- 
ted of God, and then his Offering: And hence it 

is, that the Sacrifices of the Wicked are [<4 to be an 
Abomi nation to the Lord, The very P 


with their Perſons, and he hates and lothes them 
while out of Chriſt : And therefore, nothing that 


comes from them, or that is done by them, cats © 


be acceptable: And therefore 1 ſay; To-make - 
Works good 


be done by a Perſon that is in a gractous and recons 
ciled State. 24%, Io make a Werk a good Wark, 


it muſt.be a Thing required and called for by the - 1 


Law of God. The Reaſon of this is plain, 
becauſe it is God's Will that r Sin 
or Duty; and if it be not agreeable to his revealed 
Will, be may ſay unto us, Who hath required this at 
oor 2 wer 8 Papa ao ſees, 
ing, In Vain do they worſhip me, teaching for © 
D Bb ies the CB nals as of Men. And 42 


if you would do any Work acceptable to 5 1 


God, you muſt take Care, that the Thing you do 
be required and commanded df God. Indeed 
there are ſome Actions that are of an indiſſerent 
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Work, it muſt be done by a good and holy Perſon, 


be v owing of the © 
Wicked is Sin; the Matter is this, God is angry © 
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and acceptable unto God, they mut 
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are that is, God has left Men hn 


* 85 2 
Uberty, whether to do ther or not : But then if 
would be remembred, that theſe Actioris, in the Caſt 
of Offence or Edification, they ceaſe to be indiffe- 
tent, and fall under ſore Commandment of the 
Sr Law. . rr. Paul lays, 72 13. 
ea Fleſh will offend my Bre: 0 
1 Te was a Thin in- 
' Qiflerene, whether Paul did eat Fleſh or not; but 
when Offence” was like to follow his Hane he 
would abſtain from it as much as though it were 
expreſly forbidden in the Law of God, becauſe in 
that Caſe it became a Breach of the Law of Love 
and Charity: © 34h, Io make a Work a/ good 
Work, it mut be done out of a right Prineiple; 
It muſt be done out of a Prineiple of Faith, as 
was alteady _—_— tor noWork can be acceptable 
without this, Heb, xi. 6. And there is a twofold 
Faith EN: > in a good Action; © (1.) A 2 
Faith or Perſwaſion, the Thing we do, may 
done lawfully; and of this "the Apoſtle te 
N he ſays, a part oh of thn 1 
N hd, 2dly, A particular ju 
Faith, beleid the Aceeptance of what we do, Ve 
I through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and his Meric 
Mediation. Again, a good Work muſt be 
one, out of à Regard unto the Authority of 
God commanding ; aFd that not ſimply, with z 
Reſpect unto the Authority of a God Creator; 
for thus a Heathen, or a Mahometan; may o- 
wy God, and do good Actions: But out of 
a Reſpet unto the Authority of a God in 
Obriſſ. We muſt eye the Authority of the Crea- 
tor in our Obedience, as coming in this bleſt Chau⸗ 
c, ocherwiſe it is hot a true Chriſtian Obedi> 
= tarts DE — = Wee the Las to 
1 6 2 6210, 3 
80 * 1 4 
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Chrift ; ind when we ate ſo, ze. are nd without Low 
zo God, ſeeing God bath commanded us to hear 
hi: Voice, and to. "obey him, 2: our Lord, Ning, and 
Lihgiver. And whattver we do, in Word or in 
Deed; we are to gurdll in the Name and Authority 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the Glory of God by bim. 
And further, good Works mult be done with 
Simplicity, and godly Sincerity ; avoiding hypo- 
critical and phariſaical Oſtentation in the Diſ- 
charge of Duty. For his Soul that is lifted up, is not 
upright. in him, Heb. ii. 4; 4tbly, To make a Work 
à good Work, it muſt be done to a_right End-. It 
muſt” be done to the Glory and Honour of God ; 
Ichis being the principal and ultimate End of our | 
Being, according to that the Apolile, 1 
31. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever je do, do 
all to the 9105 of God, It muſt de done as a De- 
claration of our Gratitude to God for redeem 
Love. We are bought 'with a Price, therefore ne are 
to glorifie bim in our Souls and Bodies which are his. 
They muſt be done alſo with a View to the Edifi- 
cation of others; Matt b. v. 16, But theſe, and ma- 
ny. other things to this Purpoſe, will fall in to be 
fpoken to more particularly, when we come to 
the fourth general Head propoſed in the Proſecu⸗ 
„„ 71598 
Secondly, 1 come to enquire what may the be Im- 
port of that Phraſe of being careful to maintain 
good Works? To this J anſwer briefly in the fol- 
Towing Particulars. .. rf, It implies, a diligent At- 
tendance unto the Rule of the Word; according 
to that of David, Pſal. exix. 9 Mherenith ſhall 4 
houng Man clean F/ bis Way? by taking Heed theres 
6 atcording, to thy Word: The Man he makes 
God's Siartres the Men of bis Counſel © Aud g 


— — D — 


® — 


— At] — 


rr ⅛⅜pee m ⁰mmmͥñ ,.:. ron „ ene . ow 


— 


* 
= 


e 10 9 dn 25.5% 
he is called to this or that Piece of Service, he 
takes Advice of his Counſellers, whether he may 
do or forbear.: They are 4. Light unto bis feet, 
and 4 Lamp unto bis Paths : As Iſrael looked to rhe 
Pillar of Cloud, and of Fire, in all their Motions 
and Travels, for Direction through the Wilder- 
neſs; ſo the gracious Soul he looks to the Law or 
"Teſtimony in every Step of his Way towards the 
-Canaan that is above. 2dly, It implies an Anxiety 
or Folieitude of Soul, to have his Actions managed 

and ordered according to that Rule. It's the ve- 
- Ty Delire of his Soul, to be found in the Lord's 
Way; as it was with David, Pal. cxjx, 5. O that 

my Mayr were directed gp keep thy Statutes | He de- 
ſires not only to have his outward Walk, but the 
' inward Frame of his very Soul, all the Thoughts 
of it, moulded in an Agreeableneſs unto the Law 
of God, Pal. cxix. 80, Let my Heart be ſound in thy 
Statutes, that I be not aſhamed, Such is his Cons 
cern for this, that he lays up the Law of God in 
the very Cabinet of his Heart, as an Antidote a- 
gainſt Sin, Pſal, exix. 11. Thy Word have I bid in 
nine Heart, that I might ne ſin againſt thee. 2dhy,. 
It implies. a holy Watchfulneſs agaſnſt all the 
T<mptations, Motions or Occaſions of Sin, ei- 
ther in Thought, Word or Action; I ſaid I will 
take heed to my Ways, ſays David. The Man ſets 
a Watch over his Heart; according to that Com- 
mand, Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, for out of it 
are the I faes of Life. He ſets a Watch over his Eyes, 
and makes 4 Covenant with them, and over his Lips, 

leſt Sin ſheuld either enter or go forth by that 
Door. thy, It implies an Embracing of every 
Opportunity for doing of good Works that God 
puts into Is Hands, and improving the — 
| en 
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Hand, he ſtudies to lay it our for the Maſter's 


Uie, and his own and others Profit and Advan- 


tage; according to that of Soloman, Whatever thy 
and findeth to do, do it with all thy fight, «<thly, 


It implies a going on, or a Progreſs in the Duties 


of Obedience, without returning back again to 
the old Trade of Sin. The Chriſtian, he is not 


Uke the Dog returning to hit Vomit, or the Som that 
vat waſhen to wall in the Mire; no, but the 
Righteous he Holdeth on his Way; he maintains good- 


Works ; he waxes ftronger and fronger ; he forgets 


Things that are behind, and reacheth forth to T hings 


that are before, 6thly, The Word here, as I hinted 
in the Explication, implies an exciting or influen- 
cing of others to the Study of good Works, The 
Word, as I faid, is borrowed from Captains or 
Commanders, who go in the Front of the Battle, 


eneduraging the Souldiers af the Army to fol- 


low their Example. The Believer he ſtudies to eaſt 
' a good Copy, and to recommend Holineſs and 


good Works unto others, by his Practice; ſo as 


et hers, ſeeing his good Works, may be eneouraged to 
do the like, Laftly, This maintaining of good 
Works mult needs takes in a doing of all by Faith, 
and improving the Strength of Chil 


geouſneſs, even of thine only, But this leads me to 


the ſecond general Head. 


Ihe ſecond general thing propos d in the Me- 
*thod, was, to give ſome Account of this Believing 


in God, which is given asthe Character of thoſfe 


Whin. God puts the Opportunity or Talent in bis 


F 
\ 


Rt; 1 will go in 
the Strength of the Lord, making mention of thy Rigb- 


who maintain good Works. Here I would do 


three Things. 1. Shew what Believing in - Got 
 - implies, 2. Give ſome of the Qualities of 2 
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Believing, 3. Shew xbe Influence that it hath yy+ 
an good Works. n 
Fir, What believing in God imports. x/t 
It imports the Knowledge of God, in a ſuitable- 
| nels to the Revelation which he hath made of 
himſelf to us, through Chriſt, in the Gelpe}, I 
do own, that the very Heathens may know his 
eternal Power, by the Things that are ſeen ;-but 
there is no ſaving Knowledge of God. by a guilty 
Singer, but as he is in Chriſt, 2 Cr. iv. 6. Go 
who commanded Lig bt to ſhine. out of Darien ſs hath 
ſhined into our Hearts, io give un the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And whatever hne Notions or Spceulati- 
ons People may have of God, aud of his Excellen- 
cies, as diſcovered in the Works of Creation and 
Providence; yet if their Notions of him be not 
regulate by the Goſpel-reyelation, and if this Re- 
velation of a God in Chriſt be not opened by the 
Spirit of Wiſdom, ending the yail of Ignorance 
and Unbelief, that is upon the Mind by Nature, 
there can be no ſaving, ſatisfy ing, or lanctifying 
 Knowl:dzs of God, and conſequently no true 
Faith or Believing, | Indeed a rational Knowledge 
may produce a rational Faith, and an hiſtorical 
Knowledge may-produce an hiſtorieal Faith; but 
it's only a ſaving Wumination of the Mind with 
the Knowledge of a God in Chriſt reconciling the 
War to hunſelf, that can produce a ſaving Faith, 
Lud this Knowledge is ſo eſſential to Faith, or Be- 
eving, that we find it frequently in Scripture eal- 
led by the Name of Knowledge; I will give them 
an Heart to know me, that 1 am the Lord. By his 
Knowledge [hail my righteous Servant juſtiſie many. 
7 bis is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, and 
/ „ | W | — Jeſus 
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eſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. adh, To believe in 
od, it implies a fixm and ſteady Aſſent unto the 

Truth and Veraeity of God ſpea king in his Word 

It's to believe and eredit what be ſays, on his 

own Teſtimony: This is called} a7receiving the Re. 

cord. of God, a. ſetting to the Seal that God is' true, à 

believing of tbe Report of tht Goſpel. When the. 

Man hears the Word of the Truth of the Goſpel, he is 

ready to ery out, with the Apoltie, It's à fairhfal - 

Saying. This Word is eſtabliſhed in the Heaven: 

yea, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but this 

Word of God endureth for ever. zah, Io be- 

heye in God, is to truſt that this Ward of a re- 

conciled God in Chriſt is not only true in the ge- 
neral, but that it ſhall be true to me in particular, 
that it ſhall be made good to me : He takes up 

God in Chriſt, as a promiſing God, promiſing 

Peace: and Pardon, Grace and Glory, in Chriſt; 

and he takes up the Promiſe as coming to him 

in the Offer of the Goſpel, as the immediate 

Ground and Foundation of his Faith, Acit ii. 38. 

The Promiſe is to you, and to your Children, and 10 


all that are afar off, and 10 41: many as ibe Lord . 


our Gad ſhall call. Now, I tay, the Man taking 
up the Word of Grace and Promiſe in this Way 
he truſts the Promiſer for the performing thertot 


> 


3 „ + CGD 
the Truth of thePromiſe,but a Perſwaſion of it, with 
Application” and Appropriation of it to the Man 
 bimſelf in particular. And this is all I fay at pre- 
ſent about the Ingredients of Faith, in God, I 
; Seomdh, To give ſome of the Properties and Qlla- 
lities thereof; and there are theſe few following 
that I mention, Firſt. It's a Raying,quiecing or eom- 
poſing Grace: It will ſettle the Mind under the 
greateſt Storms,and Diſorders, I/. xxvi. 3. T hex 
1 wilt keep hies in per felt Peace, whoſe Mind it flayed © 
en thee, Hence the Believer, under Clouds of 
| Deſertion, Temptation, and Affliction, is dire- 
Sed to treff in the Name of the Lord, and to flay 
Dimſelf upon bis God, Iſa. Ii. 10, 24h, It's a receptive 
or a taking Grace, It gives nothing to God as o- 
ther Graces do, but only takes or receives from 
the Lord; it does not come to give, but to get. 
Hence it s expreſs'd by a taking, Rev. xxii 17. A 
talinę of the Water if Life freely; or, which is the 
ame thing, a receiving, John 1..12. To 45 many as 
 Pucelved bim, to them gave be Pomer to becime the 
Sons of God, even to them that believe on his Name. 
Faith is in Scripture ſometimes compar'd to the 
Eye; Look wnto me, and be ye ſaved, all the Ends 
© of the Earth, I. xlv. 2 You know, the Eye, 
© - When it beholds external Objects, it does not give 
any Thing to what it beholds, but only takes in 
the Image or Impreſſion of what it ſees, and con- 
veys that to the Mind; ſo Faith, it does not add 
or give any Thing to God; only it beholds him, 
and the Diſcoveries he has made of his Grace, 
and Gloty, and Love, and Faithfulneſs in Chriſt, 
and impteſſeth the Soul therewith. Hence we, by 
| bebolding bis Glory, « in « Glaſs, are Haid —— 
* > IH © a= 7.1 '* 44 Thb - 
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ehanged into the ſame Image, 2 Cr. iii, 18. 34h) 
Although it be only a reeeptive Grace with Re- 
ſpect ro it's Object, yet it is a mighty operative. 
Grace with Relpect unto it's Subject where it is 
1 | implanted : For, as you may hear afterward, it 
influences every good Word and Work; and therefore 
all true Obedience is called the Obedience of Faith. 
de so chat an idle or unactive Faith is but dead, 
like the Body without the Soul, ably, It's a 
24 | x24'cant, or rooting Grace; Ic roots the Soul as it 
of were in the Root of Feſſe, the Plant of Re- 
nown : And ir ſelf is. the Root of the other 


7 Graces of the Spirit, whereby they are made to 
FN grow and bloflym,” As the Tree firikes its Roots 
o. into the Ground, and from thence draw 
m Fatneſs, Sap and Moiſture, conveying a digetted 


Nouriſhment unto the ſeveral Brauehes, whereby - x 
4 | they are made to bud and flouriſh, and bring forth 3 
he Fruit: So Faith, it grafty-and unites the Soul to 
Chriſt, deriving ſpiritual Sap, and. Moiſture and 
be Fatnels, whereby For other Habit of Grace s 
drawn forth to a lively Exerciſe. Fifihly, It is 4] 
moſt humble and lowly Grace. It carries the Mans 
quite out of himſelf into Chrilt for all; hence its 
called a ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of God, Rom, 
x. 1 very ſtrange Expreſſion. Shall it be recko-—- 
ned Submiſſion for a condemned Criminal to re- 
ceiye a Pardon? ls it Submiſſion for a naked Beg- 
gar to receive a Robe? Vet thus it is; the Pride 
of our Hearts will not ſtoop fo low, as to be obli- 
ged to ehe Son of God, for Righteouſneſs, Pardon 
and Life : And this is the very Thing that,makes- 
Faith or Believing ſo difficult. What Difficulty 
is there for a naked Man to receive a Garinent to 
nnen 
; "4 1 Fu ITN —> | ve | 
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”  Heive a Gift ) What Difheulty for à Weary Mam 
to fic down and reft him 7. But the Thing that 
makes chis difficult is the Pride of our Hearts, to- 
gether with our Ignorance both of our Malady and 
| er. Now; I ſay, Faith it breaks the Pride 
of the | Heart; and ſubmits, or lies down, as it 
wete, at the Foot of ſovereign Grace, heaxtily eon- 
tent to be indebted to Chriſt for all. The Man is 
Eontent to be a Fool, that Chriſt may be his Wile 
dom; content to be à Criminal, in the Eyes of 
La, and Jukice, and Conſeienee, that Chriſt may 
be his Righteouſneſs; coritent to own himſelf” a 
polluted filthy Sinner, that in him he may be 
ſanctified; content to own himſelf a Slave, 
that he may be a free Man in Chritt, and hare of 
his Redemption; This is true Golpel Humility 
deed, and what the high and lofty One regards, 
Ae vii. i5. Thus ſaith the bigh and lofty One, &c, 
= - gh God. be big h, yet hath he regard unto ſuch as 


are chu; lowly; Sixthly, It's an elevating and enno- 
bling Grace: Tho” it be a humblingGrace,yet it is 2a 


" = 
. 


wlt exalting Grace; it elevates the Soul above this 
. 3 World, it looks down on it às a Dung-hill, 
and mounts ap with Wings toward the Land that is 
1 7 far off 3 it enters within the Fail, and takes 
Vier of Things invifible ; and particularly of 
a unſeen Chrilt, and triumpbs in him: Mhom, ha- 
wing not ſeen, ne leve; whom though now we ſee bim 
not, Jet pelieving, we rejoice with Foy tin ſpeakable,” and 

* Jull of Glory; 1: mounts fo high, that it will even 


Aare to fit down upon the Throne with Chriſt in 
= Glory : Hence we are ſaid to /it rogether with him 
e Faith in heavenly Places,  Sevembly, It's a chear- 

Ing and a comfortable Grace. We ave filled with 7; 
ang Peace in htlieving. 1 had fainied (lays David) 
33 
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une /t 1 had belleved; Eighth, Tt's a bold and con- 
fident Grace; hence we read frequently of the 
Boldneſs of Faith, and the Aſſurance of Faith, Heb x. 
22; Heb. iv. 16. It is diſputed at this Day; whes *? 
ther A ſſuranee be of the Eſſenee of Faith: | incline 0 
not to call it by the Name. of Aſſurance, beeauſe 
ſome boggle at that Word, but I chooſe rather to 
call it by the Name of the Certainty of Faith; I 1 

do not deſign to enter much upon that Conttover- 

ly, at preſent ; all I ſay of it is only ris, That 
there cannot miſs to be a Certainty in Faith, be- 
exuſe Doubrs and Fears do evaniſh before it: Why © 
are ye fearful, O ye of little Faith ? How Faith tan 
fill the Soul with Foy and Peace, yea, ae +. un- 
Speakable and full of Glory, it it have no ain- 
ty in it, as to theſe Things in which it doth re- 

Jjoice, is what I think no Man is able to account 
or; How a Man can reſt on Chriſt, and apply 
him and his Salyation to himſelf in particular; , 
| and yet not believe that he hall be ſaved through 
the Grace of 2 to me appears a Paradox. 1 
do not ſay that Faith exeludes Doubts out of the 
Believer; but I ſay that Faith excludes Doubting 
out of its awn Nature. Light excludes Darkneſs 
out of its Nature; and yet there may be much 
Darkneſs in a Room where there is ſome Light: 
Cettainty may be of the Natute of Faith, althougli 
there be much Darkneſs and Doubting in the Be- 
Iiever; through the Prevalency. of Ignotance and 
Unbelief that remains in him, and, will retnain, 
while he is clogged with a Body of Death. So, in 
like Manner, Love it excludes Enmity out of the 
Nature of it; and yet, in the Believer, who loves 
hihriſt, there is much temaining Enmity, wheteby - 3 
his Loye is cxcccdingly — ; 50 the a” ! 
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ty bf Faith is weakned through the remaining 


Undelief that is ſtill in the Belieyer's Heart, Bur 

no here it would be remembred, that although F 
there be a Certainty in the Nature of Faith, a Cer- 
tainty of - Truit, Reſt, or Confidence in God, 
grounded on his Promiſe in Chriſt, yet there is a 
great Difference betwixt this Certainty of Faith 


and the Certainty or Aſſurance of Senſe or R. 


1 5 flection, which ſome call a diſcurſive Aflurances;” 
For, the Certainty of Senſe is built upon the So 


own Experience or Feeling; but the Certainty c: 


P 
the Nature of Faith, but the laſt Sort of Aſſurance or 
Certainty, is what is and has been owned by all 
the Stream of reform'd Divines, both at Home | 
and Abroad, ger ſince our happy Reformation 
from Popery. I ſhall only add here, that the Dif- 
ference betwixt the Certainty of Faith, and of; 


Senſe, is very evident and obvious: For the or 


has a Reſpect to what the Soul feels and ſees 


. preſent before it; but the other, to wit the Cer-Y 
tainty of Faith, has a Reſpect to Things promiſed, 


which are not ſeen or felt otherwiſe but as they ly 


in the Womb of the Promiſe, and in the Veracity 
of the Promiſer; To give you a few Inſtances : 


By the Certainty of Faith, Moſes and the believing 


Ijraelites knew, before they came out of Egypt, that 
that they would hare a Paſſage through the Red- 


fea, as through Dry-land ;'but by the Certainty of 


_ Senle, they knew it, when they ſaw the Waters 
file off on every Hand, making a Lane for 1ſrael to 


ils on : By Faith, acted on God's Promile, they 
ery that che Walls of Jcricho.would fall down at 


A the Sounding of Rains Horus; but by the Cer-. 
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Faith is built on the Promiſe, and Chriſt in the 
iſe.” The firſt Sort of Aſſuranee is not at all in] 
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Ju them actually fall flat before them : By the Aſſu- 
20 nance of Faith, Abraham believed, without ſiag- I 
NP ering, that he ſhould have a Son, btacuſe God. © 


| knew it, when he got /ſaac in his Arms: By the 


Senſe, John the Baptiſt and others knew it, when 


8 2 his "Glory, ſaying, Bebold the Lamb of Gad, which 


ded end aflur'd, that Chriſt is to come again the 
ſecond Time ; but by the Certainty of Senſe, we 
ſhall know it, when we ſhall: ſee him deſcend 
from Heaven With a Shout, with the Voiee of the 
. Archangel and Trump of God. By Faith we 
are aflured of the Relurrection of the Dead, and 


e, we ſhall be aſſured of it at that Day, when 
the Voice ſhall be heard, commanding the Sea t 6 
] give up its Dead, and the Earth to give up its Dea 
JJ Thus, I ay, there is a great and viſible Difference 
'Y | between. the-Certainty of Faith and the Certainty 
©: | of Senſe; By Faith, . ed upon the Promiſe, I 
" believe the Remiſſion of Sins, and © my Sins, 
; 1 through Chriſt; but by the Certainty of Senſe, Z 
5 am aſſured of this, when God by his Spirit ſeals 
his Pardon on my Soul, with a ſenſible Smile of 
his Countenance: By Faith, I believe God to be 
> | my God, broauly he has ſaid it in the Covenant, 
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| minty of Senſe, they 1M it, when they gb 


d promiſed i is; but by the Aſſurance of Senſe, he 
| Affurance of Faith, Abraham and the Old Teſta- 3 
ment Worthies believed that the Mi ſſi ib was to ⁵⁵ 
32 in the Fulneſs ot Time; but by the Aſſurance 
they ſaw Jn manifeſted. in the Fleſh, and beheld. 


taketh away the Sins of the Norld: By the Certainty 4 
ol Faith, we under the New Teſtament are perſwa- 1 


of our own Reſurtection in part ĩcular; but by 


* 
— * 


1 rt to ul: 2 * ou the 
1 git 60.7 erernal A in Chriſt, 1 believe mine 
FT. own Salvation in partieular ; but by the Certain- 

ty of Senſe, I believe becauſe 1 wo I have belie- 

- ed; or becauſe God has diſcovered himlelf'to 
be a ſaying God to me, by the ation of his 
F,pirit upon my Soul. So, 1 fay, Faith 13 a bold 

= and confideric Grace: It itermedles wich, 

plies, arid appropriates and makes uſe of the 85005 
bol the Teſtament of Chriſt as its on, the Teſtament 
being confirmed jn che Blood of the Lamb; and this 

Teliament it not only pleads, but rejoieech in. The 

Language of Faith is not properly, May be, or 

peradventuxe. it ſhall be fo, tho Pr that a 

weak Faith may many Times lurk under a M- 

be; » but, 1 lay, let Faith be ſtript of its Incumbran- 

or of theſe Things that are. oppoſite to its 

. More let it but get a full View of the Promiſe, 

and Faithfulneſs of the Promiſer, it will fer its 

| Foot on the Belly of Unbelief, and all Diſcou- 

Tagemen!s, ſaying, It ſhall be, becauſe God hath 

ſari it. Thus, you ſee, Faith expreſſeth it ſelf, 

Mic. vii. 8, 9, 10. 1 will leok wnto the Lord, 1 ill 

* #4it for the God of my Salvation, my God will hear 

ge: And Vetſe 8. When I fall L ſhall ariſe ; when 

1 ſit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a 'Light unto 

me: And Verſe g. at the Cloſe, He wilt bring me 

forth to the Light, and 7 fall behold his Righ- 
teouſneſs. DD, It's a very quick-ſjghted Grace: 

t can ſee Relief coming to the Soul at a vaſt Di- 

ſtance, 5 1 ſhall ſee the Goodneſs 6 2 2 

| 2 the Land of the” Living, It can ] 

owning Diſpentations. and ſee dont” Peg 

Heart of God, 10otbh, It's 4 fireogrhning and, e« 

e Grace; RS x eee Hall not be 
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ner weilds the very Arm of Ommiporenty, and 


1s Language is, I will look to the Lord, I will 


an 4 1 Time; though it tarry, wait jor is, 
at the End it will ſheak, and it will not rr r, 
I proceed now to enquire, Thirdly, What Influ- 
ence this Faith hath upon good Warks > Anſwer, 


very Nature and Exerciſe of Faith, which can» 


as, 1, True Faith it unites the Soul to Chriſt, who 


we, faith the Lord, is thy Fruit found, Except ye 
abide in me, and I in you, to wit by Faith, ye can- 


State of Nature may bring forth many Fruits that 


1 a 
on with Chrif we ean do no Work that is ſpiri- 


not bring forth Fruit, eæcept it abide in the Fine ; no 


cpect Works that are ſpiritually good from a 
fon out of Chriſt; Why ? The Reaſon of it ig 
plain, his Root i« but Rottenne ſa, While he grows us 
pon the old Adam; and therefore hi: Bloſſoms ſhall 
8e ep 4 the Def, While a Man is growing 


Ws 


ſhed. It's by Faith that we ite firetihihned 37 
2 Grace . 75 Frſut Cbriß. Faith in a Man- 
cries with Paul, I 'can do, all Things through Chrif 2 
Brengthning mit, To eonelude, Faith is a patiene'Y 
Grace, it waits on the Lord till his Time come 
for the Aecompliſhment ot his, Promiſe. Unbe- JF 
lief is hafty, I faid in mine Haſte, All Men 28 
Liars: Bur he that believeth ſhall pot make Haſte 7 


wait on the God of wy Salvation, The 12 is 17 q 
or - 


There are ſeveral Things that are mlaid with the f 
not miſs to inſſuence Holineſs and good Works; 
is the very Root and Fountain of all Holineſs;' Of - 


not bri rth much Fruit, Indeed a Perſon in a 
are morally and materially good, but without Uni- 1 
tually good and acceptable: For as the Branch can- . 
mere can ye, except ye abide in me, We may a8 


well 1 of Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiftles, a 


a Per- | 
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pon / the old be is married ts the Law a8 2 
een, and, therefore. all his Works they are 
dead Works ; and can ever dead Works be ac. 
zeptable to the Living God? We mult be dead to 
La by the Body of Chrif, and married anio that 
better Huband, before we can bring forth Fruits unts 
God, Rom. vil. 4. 2dy, Faith works by Love, 
and Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Love to God 
= in Chriſt is the next and immedate Fruit of trlie“ 
SS and ſaving Faith: Nowithe Heart being ol 'd with 
1 Lore of God in Chriſt, this makes the Man to 
a bound in good Works, the Love of Chrift conſtrai- 
0 neth me, (ays tle Apoſtle, Love makes a Man tw # 
= tcp God's Commandments ; Love will make a Man 
& to run through Fire and Water for him, Mam 
= Waters cannot quench Love, &c. Who ſhall ſeparate ns 
| rom the Love of Chriſt * Cant, viii. Rom. vill. 3dly, 
= Faith is a Shield to queneh the fiery Darts of S 
tan. When Temptation without, and Corrupt - 
on within, are forming a Conſpiracy againſt tte 
Work of Grace in the Soul, whereby the whole 
Work is endangered; then Faith breaks the Plot, 
and countermines it. When Agonijah's Confſpi- 
xaey had carried the whole Strength of the King- 
dom of 1ſrael, it was broken by making Applica- 
tien unto David, Haſt thou not ſaid that Solomon ſhall 
reign ? So, When Temptation and Corruption 
dave carried the Matter to, a great Height, the 
= - Conſpiracy is broken b Ffith's Application to 
&  Chritt, O Lord, haſt thou not ſaid that Grace 
| ſhall reign, and that Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
wier me? And thus the Soul is made to go on 
| ies Way, rejoicing to work Righteouſneſs, 4thly, 
Faith applies the Promiſes of the new Covcuant, 


"and fetches Grace from thence, for obcying the 
(i AY». 7 TIE „ 7 . — — 
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Chriſt interpoſed in every Commandment of the 
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IF ept of the Law « ſo that Faith, as it were, travels : 1 1 
- ſherweenthePrecept & the Promiſe: lt garries theMan 
rom che Precept unto the Promiſe, . 


* 


2y8, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God mith all thine 


?-omiſe, where 
When the Law ſays, Thos 
Faith, 


my Fear in their Hearts, and they 
from me. Does the Law ſay, Ti 


d? Well, Faith looks to the Promiſe, I will 


Jeive t hem an Heart to know me that I am the Lord, 


Does the Law oblige us to keep all hisCommundment 12 


Fei runs to the Promiſe, and applies it; {will 
y Spirit within them, and cauſe them to walk in 
t 


wes, 5thly, Faith bath Influence on good 
„as it - beholds the Authority of a Cod in 


Law. The Eye of natural Reaſon may ſee, as 


was hinted, the Authority of a God Creator, as is 
plain in the Caſe of the Heathens; but it's only the 


ye of that Faith, 'which is of God's Operation, 
that can behold the Authority of a God in Chntt; 


and receivethe Lay out of his Hands: In this Re. 


ſpect, we are told, that no Man can call Jeſus, Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. And when the Law is te⸗ 
ceived from his Mouth, it does not reflect. Diſho- 


nour upon God as a Creator, O] when a God in 
Chrilt is view'd by Faith, the Saul cannot but er 
out, He's my King*ef Old, norking. Salvation in the | 
mids of the Earth; His Commandments are not grie- 
vans 3 His Toke is eaſy, and bis Burden light ; 1 6 


9 


* from the Pro 
niſe to the Precept. As for Inſtance, when the Law * 


Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind; Faith runs to the 
zx0d hath ſaid, I will girewnciſe- 
ir Hearts to love me. 
{halt fear the Lord, and male him thy Dread; 
inthac Caſe, runs to the Promiſe for the Grace of 
Fear.; L. vill pus 
ſhall not depart 
halt know the Lord, and acknowledge him for thy 
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tee it tio more a Covenant of Works to me, but 
a Rule of Obedience, ſweetned with n deeming 
5 Love and Grace. Thus you ſee wha tatfluence 
Nich hathup on good Works. 8 
= The Fourth general Head, propoſed in the Me. 
tod, was, to enquire, In what Reſpect good 
Works are profitable unto Men? | 
| But, Firf, -1 would ſhew you negatively; 
wherein they are not profitable unto Men. 1F, 
Then they are not at all profitable unto Men, for 
1 or Acceptance before God; for, by the 
Meri, of the Law, ſays the Apoſtle, no Fleſh living 
can be juſtified: Our Juſtification and Acceptance, 
both as to our Perſons and our Works, goes upon 
2 quite other Ground, namely, upon the everlaſting 
FE Au uſnels, the Obedience and Death of the 
” Son of God as our Surety, appretiended by Faith. 
Ti in him that all the Seed of ſrae/ ſhall be juſti⸗ 
fied, and ſhall glory. Indeed the,Generality of 
Men, that are trained up in a Proteſfant Country, 
Will tell you, That they do not expect to be julſi- 
| fied by their own Righteouſneſs, but only by the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt: But alas, How few ate 
1235 that do really and actually ſubmit unto this 
tghceouſneſs 7 There is a curſed Biaſs in the 
Heart of Man, to lean to ſomething in himſelf, 
Is not this the Language of thy Heart many Times, 
O if I had ſuch a Frame! ſuch a melting Heart! 
ſueh Love ! ſuch a Degree of Humility and Obe- 
Aienee! then I think God would accept of me, 
And love me on that Account; But, Sus, let me 
tell you, that it is not on the Account of any 
Thing wrought in you, or done by you, that 
Dod accepts of you; but only on the Account of 
dhe Doing and Pying of the Son of God: rs | 
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that he that believeth ſhall be ſaved: But tis nor 
Faith unites the Soul to Chriſt, in whom we 
„59 ages ff eo ver 
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ay to all Legaliſts, that are booking for Acceptancs. _ i 
lch God, on the Ground of the Law, and their 
own Obedience, as the Prophet I ſaiab ſays to a Set 
of, Men in his Day, I/. Iix. 6. Their Webs 2 5 
not become: Garments, neither ſhall they cover them 
ſeive; with their Mori. So then, good Works are 
not atall proficable to Righteouſneſs. and Juftifica- 
tion. Hence is that, I/. Ivii. 12. 7 will declare thy 
Rig hteowſneſs, and thy Works, for. they ſhall "i 1 

thee. 2dly, Good Works are not at all profitable 

to found a Claim or Title unto Heaven, or yet to- 

any Bleſſing and Mercy. promiſed in the whole Co- 
venant of Grace; fot Heaven, and all the Bleffings 
tha. ly on this Side of it, they come to us in tj 
Way of a free Gift. God gives Chriſt his un- 
ſpeakable Gift; and with him he freely gives us © 
theſe Things; The Gift of God. is eternal Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 1 on indeed, | 
that in God's Covenant of Promiſe there is a Con- 
nexion and Order eſtabliſhed, for conferring of 4 
theſe” promiſed Bleſſings unto us: So that when 
God gives one Thing; - it's a Pledge of another. 
Thing  a-coming ; when he gives Grace, to be ſure 
he will give Glory; when he gives a mourning 
Heart, it's a Sign that Comfort is a- coming, be- 
cauſe that ts God's Method and Way, to give the. 
Oil of Foy, fir Mourning, and to revive the Heart of 
the Humble; But though, the Tears of Golpel>, 
mourning be a Sign and Evidence of Comfort 
a-coming, yet they are not the Condition for which Þ 
God beſtows Comfort, So God has connette® 
Faith and Salvation together in the Covenant; 80 | 


* 
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our Faith that intitles us unto Salvation; ng, but 
re- 
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cover our Right to the forſeited Inheritance; Tis 
by Virtue of the Souls Union with Chriſt by Faith, 
t it is intitled to all the promiſed Bleſfings. 
Hence all the Promiſes are faid to be in lm, Tea, 
and in bim, Amen. There is no Promiſe in the 
Bible, but it is made in the firſt Inſtant to Chriſt 
as the Head, and in him to the Members of his 
myRiczl Body: Juft as it was 1n the firſt Covenant 
to Wir, the Covenant of Works; the Promiſe of 
Life, upon Condition of perfect Obedience, 
was made directly to Adam, as the Covenant-Head, 


and in him to his Poſterity : So in the new Cove- 


= gant, of which Chriſt is the Head, the Promiſe of 
= Eife, and every Thing belonging to it, is firſt made 

to him ; and in him, to all his ſpiritual Seed and 
Offspring: And. in this Reſpect, all the Promiſes 
are Na and Amen in him. Chriſt is the firſt Heir 
of all Things, and the Title of the younger Brethren 
1s only through him, 7 Virrue of their Union 
with him. Thus good Works, Ifay, axe not pro- 
fitable unto Men, in order to found a Title to 
Heaven, and eternal Fife. 3dly, Our good Works, 
as they are not profitable unto Men, in any of theſe 
Reſpects, ſo neither are they profitable unto God, 
as though he had any Advantage by them, Job xxii. 
2, 3. Can a Man be profitable unto God, as he that is 
wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf ? Is it any . | 
to the Almiphty, that thou art righteous? Or is it 
Gain ts him, that thou maleſt thy ſelf perfect? Hence 
| David acknowledgcth, that his Goodneſs extended. 
Þ 7 475 the Lerd, Alas! we ate ready to think, 
God is much indebted unto us, when we do 


tis or that: Have we fafted aud prayed, mour- 

ned and repented, kept the Sabbath, attended Ordi- 
Wunses, and performed this or the other Duty; and 
. yet 


i 
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Fet, mill not God be pleaſed ith all? No, no, db 


not miſtake it, Sirs, you that bring theſe Things as 
X 8 _ your, Hands, to recommend you to 
a 


your Duties are but like the catzging of - 
4 Dog's Neck, and the offering of Swines Rliod upon | 
his Altar; and therefore he WIll ſay to you, as be 
ſaid to 1ſrael,1ſa. i. 11. To what Purpoſe are the Al- 
titude of your Sucriſi cet unto me? —_ 
But now, you may perhaps ſay to me, By this 
Way of ſpeaking you make good Works profi-: 
Te table for nothing at all. What firange Doctrine is 
| this? I anſwer, Alcho* they be not at all profitable, 
in any of theſe Neſpects, but wholly unproficable 
and pernicious, yet good Works when. done ouỹt 
of a Principle of Faith, they are really profitable 
on many other Aoeounts ; As 1f, They are profi- 
table as they are the Fruits and Eyidences of a true 
and lively Faith, 74. ii. 18, 22. Na, « Man may 
ſay, T how baſt Faith, and 1 have Works : Shew me 
thy Faith without thy Works, and 1 will ſhew thee my 
Faith by my Works. And Vetſe 22. Seeft thou how | 
Faith wrought with his Works and by Works was Faith © 
male perfect? 5 N 
From whence it's plain, that Works are profi? 
table, as the Fruits and Evidence of true Faich. 
We know that there is Sap and Life in the Tree, 
by the Ermits, 1 Leaves, and Bloſſoms that it puts 
forth; ſo we Know our Faith to be a true Faith, 
by the Fruits of Holineſs and good Works, Yea, 
our good Works will be brought forth at the laſt 
Day as the Evidence of our Faith; and therefere 
it's ſaid, Rei xx, 12. They were judged according ta 
their Works, Works are not a Ground of Confi- 
devce, but an Evidenee; they are not the Founda- 
tion of Faith, but the Fruits of it; And the Belie- 
Kg, F 2 vers 
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ver's Comforts may he increaſed by the Sight of 
good Works, though it is not built on them. In 
2 Word, they manifelt our Claim and Fitle to the 
E) Crown,butdonetat all found or merit the ſame. Me 
\, have Peace with God, and with Conſcience, by the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and by Holineſs, or good 
Works, our Peace of Conſcience is maintained and 
evidenced unto us, 2dly, They are profitable, as 
they are Teſtimonies and Evidences of our Grati- 
. tude unto God for the Wonders of his Grace and 
Love, manifefted in and by Jeſus Chrift, | Henee 
is that of David, Pſal. cxvi. 12. What ſþaſi I ren- 
dier to the Lord for all bis Benefits toward me? 1 will 
take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name of 
the Lord, 1 Pet. ii. g. Te are 4 choſen Generation, 4 
"royal Prieſthood, a boly Nation, a pecaliar People, that 
ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who hath cal- 
led you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
The Works of Obedience, they are as it were 
- Thank-offterings-unto God for the Beneſjts beſtowed 
on us; and when Men have not a Converſation 
ſuitable unto their Mercies they deſpiſe the Good- 
_ neſs of God. Hence is it that the Lord complains 
of ſuch, ſaying, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O ye © 
Fooliſh and Unwiſe? 3dly, They are profitable and 
ncedful for firengthning our Aſſurance, 1 Jobs ii. 
=... 7 Hereby do we Inom that we Inas bim, if we ke 
„bis Commandments, And Verſe 5, Whoſo keeper 
bis Word, in him verily is the Love of God per felled; 
g Hereby know we that we are in him, 2 Pet. i. 5. to 
Verſe 10. From all which you ſee, that Aſſurance 
15 ſtrengthned and confirmed by the Fruits of Ho- 
Iineſs and good Works. We read, That the Spirit 
beareth Wirneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Chil- 
dren of G: And it's well, when; with the * 
1 . : ö : | 12 * ne 
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neſs of the Spirit, we have that of Water, that is 
Sanctifieation and Purity of Heart and Life, qtbh, 


chers, Au. v. 16. Chrit does not there encourage 


End of our viſible or external Holineſs ; namely, 
that others may have Matter of Praiſe-to God for 
his Grace abounding toward us; and that they 
may he alſo engaged to the Study of Holineſs and 
practical Religion by our Example. It was a Saying 
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So we ought ſo to walk, as others may love Chriſt 
I dwelling in us. It's an Exhortation to believing 
4 Wives, 1 Pet. ui, 1. Se to walt, that their Hucbands 
may be win to the Lord. So that, I ſay, good Works 
| are edifying to others. schi, They are profitable, © 


as they ſerve to adorn the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, _ 


1 Tim. 6. 1. Let as many Servants, ar are under the 
Yoke, count their own afters parti EB Hamoxr, 
that the Name of God and his Doctrine be not 
blaſphemed, Tit. ii. 5, 9, 10, 11. Thus they ſerve 


to adorn Religion, The Church is the Lord's Gar- 


den ; and you know the Fruitfulneſs of the Trees 
of the Garden ſerve exceedingly to adorn it; 
whereas Barrenneſs, or bad Fruit, is a Diſgrace, * 
and makes the Garden to be ill ſpoken of. Whe 
Men, profeſſing Godlineſs, haye not a Walk and 
Converſation ſuitable, it makes Enemies and Stran- 
gers to conclude, that all Religion is but a Fraud 
or cheat, and that there is no Reality in it; 
whereas a fruitful Converſation ſtops the Mouths 
of the Enemies of Religion, 1 Pet. ii. 15. So ic the 
Will of God, that with Well-doing ye may put to Silence 
the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. thy, They are pro- 
cable, as they manifeſt our Implantation or In- 
afringrinco Chrif, Eph, ii, 10. We are bis Work 
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Vain-glory and Boaſting, but propoſeth the true 


They are profitable, as they are edifying unto o- 


of Hierom, That he loved Chriſt dwelling in Auſtin. 'Y 
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wanſhip, created in Christ to good Works which God 
hath before ordained that ye ſhould: walk in them. 
.otbly, There is an Analogy and Proportion be- 
tween good Works and Glory, Row, vi. 22. But now 
being free ſrom Sin, and become Servants to God, ye 
ave your Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End ®verlaſfting 
Lie. But I do not inſiſt. " 
I proceed now to the laſt Thing in the Method, 
, which was the Application. Fir, This Doctrine 
may ſerve for Information in thete two or three 
Partieulars. 1½, See henee the right Way to at- 
tain true Morality, or how you _y eome to do 
good Works to purpoſe : You muſt believe in God, 
and by Faith be united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
The Apoſtle, Rom. vii, tried to do good Works 
the Strength of Nature, but it would not do wit 
him; for the Commandment, which was ordained to 
Life, he found to be unto Death : And 1 do verily 
believe, that none ſhall ever make a better Hand |. 
of ae than he did, try it who will, by the Strength. 
of Nature. The Law ol it felf only irritates Cor- 
ruption, inſtead of mortifying it: For, ſays he, 
"When the Commandment came, Sin revived, Like a 
Serpent that is ehill'd with the Cold, it lies as if it 
were dead; but, when brought to the Heat, it re- 
vives and ſpits Venom : So corrupt Nature, when 
-. brought to the Commandment, or the Command- 
| © nent brought to it, it xevives and gathers Strength, 
and diſcovers more Malignity than it did before: 
Sin, taking by the Commandment, works in us 
all Manner of Concupi ſcence. adh, See hence, how 
- unjuſtly Miniſters, who! endeavour to preach the 
Doctrine of the Grace of God, or who preach 
£ 8 in the Matter of juſtification, are 


* 


A ßerſed as Enemies to good Works and Holineſs, 
: » {8 27. 


Works: This was a Calumn 


would teach them that, denying U 


DEP 

or 23 if they ſeparated between Faith and 2 
N umny caſt upon Chriſt 
himſelf, which made him offex that Vindiea- 
tion, Matt h. v. I am not come to deſfriy the Law and 
the Propbets, but to fulfil the Law, This was a 
Charge againſt the Proto-martyr Stephen, As vis 
18. That he ſpoke blaſphemons Things againſt -the 
boly Place, and the Lans: And this 15 was a 
Charge againſt the Apeſtle Paul and his Doctrine; 
henee it is, that he anticipates. that Objection, Rom. 
iii. 31. Do we deſfroy the Lam through Faith ? God, 


' forbid ; nay, we ejjabliſh the Law. 3dhy, See henee 


the Folly of theſe, who, under a Pretext of 
Grace, or of Faith in Chrift, give Way unto Li- 
centiouſneſs, as many earnal Goſpelers do. 


Whatever Pretenees ſuch may have to Faith, yet 


they are Strangers unto it, and never felt the Effect 
of divine Grace on their own Souls; otherwile it 


ngodlineſs and 
godly in this preſent World, It's no new Thing tor 


verlag Lofts, they ſhould live ſober hy, righteoafly, and q 


of God: This was an Evil the Apoſtle complains 


corrupt Nature to abuic the Doctrine of the Grace 


of in his Day; hence he takes Notice of ſome who 
argued, that they might fin, that Grace might a- 
bound, Row. vi. But though the Doctrine of Cirace” 
may be abuſed while it lies floating in the Head, 

et when it gets into the Heart, it engages to Ho- 


neſs in all Manner of Converſation. In a Word, 


though the Doctrine of Grace may be abuſed, 
the Habit and Exerciſe of Grace cannot be abnfed 


.unto Fin. | 


Uſe Second, Is it fo, that it's they, and they only 
who believe, that do and ean maintain ge 


Works ? Then my fuli Exhoratjon is, O believe” _ 


„ 
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in the Son ot God. We read of a Company, Job; J 


vi. 29. Who came to Chriſt, asking him, What. 
ſhall we do that we may work the . God @. 
_ Chris Anſwer is, This is tbe Work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom be bath ſent, 
This is the great and fundamental Preeept, that 


true Obedience is the Obedience of Faithy | 


hys the Foundation of all true Obedience; For 
al 


And therefore ſtudy to obey that great Command- 
ment, Job. iii. 23. Aud t hi: is his ( ment, t bat 
ye ſbould believe on the Name of his Son Fe ſus Chriſt. 
But I do not enlarge upon this Ule at preſent. 
The ſecond Exhortation is to them that have be- 
lieved, that you may be careful to maintain good 
Works. Time will not allow me to enlarge upon 
this either: Only conſider, by way of Motive 
ſhortly, That as every Perſon of the adorable. Tri- 
nity bears a Share, according to their particular 
Oeconomy, in the Work of Man's Redemption; So 


there is an Obligation, ariſing from every One of 


them, tying us to the Study and Maintenance of 
good Works. The Father has elected you from 
Eternity, and loved you with an everlaſting 

Love; and why did he elect you ? It was unto Ho- 
lineſs or good Works, Epba.He bath predeffinated u: 
unto the Adoption of Children, according to the good Plea- 


Fo ſure of his Will, that we ſbould be boly and without 


Blame before him in Love. The Son has redeemed | 
us with his Blood, not only that we ſhould be li- 
berate from Wrath, but that we ſhould be holy, 
and abound iu the Fruits thereof; Titus ii. 14. He 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem ut from 
all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, 
| &ealens of good Works, The Holy Ghoſt is our 
Comforter, and he dyelty in ns 4 in a Temple 7 
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And therefore we are 004 obliged not to 
grieve hun; Grieve not rhe holy Spirit; whereby you 


| are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption. Know ye 'notg 


that ye ave the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God adwelletth in you? If any Man defile the 


every. Perſon of the adorable Trinity, and their 


Relation to us, obligeth us to the Study of good 


Works. Again, the Covenant of Grace; and the 


Promiſes thereof, not only encourage, but oblige 


us to the Study of good Works, 1 Cor. vii. 1. 
ny the ſe Promiſes, dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe 


our ſelves from all Filthineſs of the Eleſh and Spirit, 


ay Ong * Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord; 24 
But I muſt of Neceſſity paſs othet Motiyes, and 


conelude the whole with a few Directions or Ad- 


vices, Take theſe following. 1, If you would 
do good Works, take Care that your State be 
tight: I mean, take Care that ye have a Station 
fin Chriſt, the ſeeond Adam; for, without this, 
you -cannot bring forth Fruit, either pleaſing to 


I. >. God, or profitable to your own Souls: Thou art 
but a Thorn and Thiſtle in God's Vineyard, while 


thou axt in 2 State of Nature: And therefore 


there s no good Fruit of Obedience that can grow | 


upon thee, See that you have the Spirit of Chriſt 
within you, and, for this End, plead that Pro- 
miſe, Exel. xxxvi. 27. J will put my Spiris within 


mem, and cauſe them to wall in my Statutes. It's the 


Spirit of the Head that animates all the Members 


|- of the Body: He helps our Infirnites in Prayer, | 
and in other good Works alſo. 24h, In all your 


Works or Duties of Obedience, keep yotit Eye 
upon the chief Corger-fone that God hath laid 0 


A Yap joy eee Baile be can: 
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Temple of God, him (ball God def. Thus, 1 ſay; | 


4883 FA 
got miſs lt 1 Work, if «do not 
| keep his Eye upon the Foun 


one of the - Houſe ; his Work will be =P 


Chrilt by Faich, as the 2 laid in 1 


tze Foundation of Acceptance, the 
Aſſiſtance, we can never yield and Ohedt- 


Spirit of Chrilt go out of Sight, immediately the 
Heart turns legal, whereby all our Duties are ll 


and warr'd. 3dh, Study- always to keep. up 


| Heng Impreſſion. of this We Truth upon 7 5 


| 


dation and orner⸗- 
Jatt ſo is it hexe; if we do not keep ou E ye n 


nee unto God, And when either 4 Merit er 


2— 
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earts, that God could find Matter of Condem- 


nation againſt you, not only from your worlt Sins, 
but from the belt of your Duties... The maſt 
pp and heavenly. Man —— ever breathed, durſi not 

adventure the Salvation of his Soul upon the moſt 


heavenly Thought that ever he conceived. Due 


Impreſſions of this will help. to keep yaur 
right 1 1 Point of Righteouſneſs ; ſo as not to 


your Acccentation beſore God upon . 
Ca but only . Gal en your god © | 


+ The Apoll I find, has a; notable Word 


to 393 1 Civ. 4. 1 know net hing of my 
Lell, yet am, J nn hereby, juſtified, The le's 


as.if 8 


| "Meaning is (J know nothing 1 m7) 
laid, I am not conſcious to my ſelf 
faichfulog(s. in my Miniſters os Au or Truſt that God 
has repos'd in me; l 
{mite me. for Neglect 5 * (yer am I. 
be juſtifiad) q. d. The! I haue laboured mure. abundant 
nin iy 
©1g yea, wy Law fo,, lepe th th, (Jet m 4 
v. berevy ini, this will not make a Righ- 
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. accepted of God. No, he accounted all as Dung 
{ and Lose, in the Point of Juſtification, that he 
ff might be found in Chriſt, not having his own 
| - Righteouſnets : So that you ſee, even in the Pre- 
| | 7 ſence of your beſt Graces, Works and Duties of '— 
Obedience, free Grace, through imputed Righte- 
+ Gowinels, is to be your only Sanctuary and City 
of Refuge. 2055 Whenever you are helped to 
| go any Thing in Obedience to the Law, ſtill 
| - remember what you do is done in a borrowed 
Strength, and that will keep you humble; for it is 
2 vain Spirit that is proud of what is borrowed. 
2 Cor. iy. 7. Who made thee to differ? And "what 
baſt thy that thou haf not received ? And if thin 
did receive it, why doff thou boaſt, at if thou received 
it not? And therefore do not ſacrifice to your. own 
Net ; for it's not free Will, but free Grace, to 
wich thou art beholden. J: God chat nor let hj in 
At both te will and to d of hit good Pleaſure. Sthh, 
Beware of legal Ends and Motives in the perlor- 
| ming of good Works, Ee | 
MM: -* Lo jon, What are theſe ? I anſwer, Firſt, It's a 
legal End in Obedience, when a Man obeys, or 


does good Works, to make an Attonement fox his 
former Sin ; ſome Folk whert they have fallen into 
an Sin of Omiſſion or Commiſſion, for which their 
Conſeiences do check and challenge them, they 
will purpoſe, yow and relolve, that they will do 
better in Time coming; and thereby they think 
they will make God amends for what Injury they 
have done to him and his holy Law: This argues 
a legal Spirit. There's nothing that ein Atone 
for the Guilt of Sin, but the Ranſom and Propi- 
tiation that God hath found. 24, When 2 Man 
yields OQbedicner, only to Hill the Clamorgot an a. 
2 © 1» RR 
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wakened Conſcience , or to keep his Conſcience 
" eaſe, Alas, Sirs, our own. Rightequſneſs and 
good Works they may weil ditt and ſtop the 
Mouth of Conſcience, bur they will never purge 1 
the Conſcience from dead Werks, Nothing lets can 
farsty Conſcience, God's Deputy, than what ſagſ- | 
fies Divine Juſtice, and that is the Blood of Chriſt 
applied by Faith. And therefore it muſt needs ar- 
ae ot dilcover. a Man to be of a legal Spirit, that . 
ks himſelf whole with his good Works. Good 
Works are not to be neglected, but they are not 
to be reſted in, or upon, as a Righteouſneſs. 34% 
When a Man yields Obedience to the Commands 
ofthe Law; only that he may be kept out of Hell, 
It's true indęed, there is a filial Fear of God as a 
Father, and of his Fatherly Diſpleaſure, which is 
one of the prineipal Springs of Goſpel Obedience ; 
according to what you have, Fer. xxxit. 40. / 
will put my Fear in their Hearts, thæ they ſhall not 
depart from we : But there is vaſt Difference be- 
tween this, and a flaviſh Fear of Hell and eternal 
Damnation; there is as great a Differenec between 
the one. and the other, as between the Fear that a 
. loving Child has to an afſectionate Father, and 
the Fear that a condemned Criminal or Malefactor 
has ot his Judge: The one is driven to Obedience 
through Terror, but the other is dran to Obe- 
ö dience through Love. I do not deny but a Child 
i of God, through the Prevelaney of Temptation, 
| Defertion, di Unbelief, my come to be under ſuch 
a Spirig of Bondage; but then it is not his Priyi- 
i ledge, but his Puniſhment. And in fo far as the 
EF. Child-of God is ated in his Obedicnce by a Spirit 
* of Bondage unto Fear, his Obedience is legal; For, 
hen he acts like bimiſglf, like a Believer indeed. 
„ Ho 34 32 — f be 
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ze fee the Lond 1 Fear] without flaviſi 


Fear of Hell and Wrath, in Holineſs and Righteouſe | 


neſt all the Days of bir” Life, Late i. 74, 78. qthy, 
« -W 


: 


hen a Man performs good Works, to procure a 


Right and Title to Heaven and Glory. For, as 
I was faying, our Title comes only by Jeſus Chriit; 


Chriſt is the Firſt Heir of Eternal Life, and we age 


joint Heirs with him. But ye may ſay, Are we not 


cold, Rev. xxii. 14. Bleft are they that do bis Com- 


Life, and may ente in through the Gates into the C- 
ty? For elearing this to 'you, you would know, 


that there is a two-fold Right ro Right ro Glory; 
which is the Thing there ſpoken of, to wit, a legal 


and an evidential Right. Firf I ſay, there is a 


legal or a Law Right. You know the Title to 
Lite and Glory was forfeited by the Breach of the 
Lay in the firſt Adam; and it mult be recovered - 


again by a perfect Obedience unto the Law : Aud 


of Chriſt imputed to us for Righteouſneſs? 80 


that, I ſay, we come to have our Laweright 


and Title to Glory, and other Bleſſings, on- 
ly recpvered in Chriſt, and by the Imputation 


of his Righteouſneſs to us, whereby the. Law. ig+ 


mag nified and made honourable. But, 2dly, There is 


a Right of Evidence, whereby our Right, through 3 
Chiitt, is evidenced, and cleared up to our own * 


Souls: And this is the Right that J concave is 
ſpoke of in the Seripture laſt mentioned; They 


Evidence of their Right through Chriit to Heaven 


- Mmandezents, that they may have Rig ht to the Tree of 


| Whoſe Obedience can do this, but the Obedience 


that do his Commandments, and yield Obedience 3 
out of Goſpel-principles and Motives, they give 


and Glory; and they ſball enter in thraugh the 


#4 
as * 
AO 


OT RT. 


Gates ente the City of the new Jeruſalem ; But to 
"n_—_ a 5p _ | make . 
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make” our dyn Obedience, our own Holineſs or 
8 Works, the Ground and Foundation of our 

laim to the Glories of Heaven, is groſſy legal and 
Popiſn. Thus I gay, Study to beware of doing 
Works, out of legal Motives and Principles ; 
r theſe are like the dead Flie, that makes the 
' Apothecary's Ointment to ſtink. My laſt Ad- | 
vice is, Study to yield Obedience, out of Goſpel 
Principles, Ends and Motives. I ſhall not enlarge 
upon theſe, 'becauſe they were hinted at already. 
Obey and do good Works, wich an Eye to the 
Glory of God, out of a Principle of Gratitude un- 
to him that has bought you with his Blood; and 
yield Obedience, that in this Way ye may main- 
tain Fellowſhip and Communion with God. "Tis +. 
the Man who bath clean Hands, and a pure Heart, 
who hath not lifted up bis Soul to Vanity, nor ſworn 
' - deceirfnlly, that ſhall fland in God's holy Hill, and 
have 4 Place in his Tabernacle. The Duties of Obe- 
dience, they arc like Waggons or Chariots, which 
- bring the Soul to Chrift, and the Embraces of his 
Love, though they be not the proeuring or merito- , 
rious Cauſe of the leaſt Blink of the Lord's Coun- 
fenarice, And then, to conclude, ſtudy the Duties of 
Obedience, not that ye may obtain a Title toHleavren, 
which is che Fruit of the Redeemer's Purchaſe : ut ³ 
that ye may attain an Aptitude and Acetneſs for 
partaling of the Inheritance of the Sainte in Lig be: 
For though there be no Connexion of Merit, yet # 
there is a Connexion ot Congruity and Suitablenels 
between begun Holmeſs here, and conſummate . ,' 
Holineſs hereafter, ' Tis among the irreverſible * 
Deerees of Heaven, that unholy, unſanctified Sin- 
Pers, contmuing fo, ſhall never enter into the of 

| Kingdom of God, No unclean Thing ſhall ever 
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enter the Gates of the new Jernſalem. And therefore 


beware of thinking, that when we lead you. to 
Chriſt, as the only Foundation of your Title to | 
eternal Life, thereby we encourage any in a Way |, 
of Sin or Unholineſs ; No, the Grace of G ; 
in this Goſpel teacheth ys better Things, namely, 
to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and io 


walk ſoberly, righteouſly and gogly in this preſent 
World, „ 
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